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Reform 
for child 
support 


growing 
Legislation geared toward 


fixing issues advancing 
in General Assembly 


By YVONNE WENGER 


New momentum in the General 
Assembly is bolstering efforts to address 
some longstanding problems in Mary- 
land’s child support system. 

Legislation advancing in the Assem- 
bly would require that a parent’s job 
prospects, educational background and 
criminal history be considered before a 
judge sets the child support the parent 
must pay, often the father to the mother. 
The bill also would discourage judges 
from assigning fictitious income to 
unemployed parents without consider- 
ing their individual circumstances. And 
a child support order must leave the 
noncustodial parent money to live on. 

Another proposal moving in the 
legislature seeks to address the moun- 
tain of child support debt that can build 
up while a parent is incarcerated. That 
legislation would give more inmates the 
chance to have their child support 
orders frozen while they are behind 
bars; inmates serving a six-month sen- 
tence could have their orders frozen, 
down from the current standard of 18 
months. 

Del. Maggie McIntosh, a Baltimore 
Democrat, says the measures represent 
significant steps toward making the 
child support system work better for 
Maryland’s poorest families. 

“Tt will be a great relief to the families, 
so we don’t have people who are going 
further and further into debt and not 
being able to support their families,” said 
McIntosh, who chairs the House Appro- 
priations Committee. 

A nine-month investigation by The 
Baltimore Sun published this month 
found the child support system sets up 
poor parents to fail — and is hurting 
whole communities. Unrealistic child 
support orders are saddling many poor 
fathers with massive debt, sometimes 
driving them from their children and 
sending many into an underground, 
sometimes illicit, economy. 

For unemployed parents, the orders 
are routinely calculated using imaginary, 
or imputed, income that the parent 
could earn if he had a job. And the 
required payments often do not stop 
when a parent is incarcerated and 
unable to pay — resulting in many 
parents leaving prison tens of thousands 
of dollars behind. 

The unpaid child support triggers the 
system’s aggressive enforcement ma- 
chinery, including the suspension of 
driver’s and professional licenses. The 
See SUPPORT, page I 
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Owner planned 
to renovate 
historic structure 


The owner of the building that once 
housed the Strawbridge Home for Boys 
in Eldersburg planned to renovate it and 
donate space to a local robotics club — 
until a fire burned it down. NEWS PG 2 


baltimoresun.com 


AY UNS 


e 


Thursday, March 12, 2020 


KIM HAIRSTON/BALTIMORE SUN 


Workers stand near a tented area outside the emergency entrance at Greater Baltimore Medical Center. 


CORONAVIRUS IN MARYLAND 


WHO declares 


virus a pandemic 


CDC chief calls Europe ‘the new China’; Trump mandates travel restrictions 


MCKENNA OXENDEN/BALTIMORE SUN 


Gov. Larry Hogan held a news conference Wednesday to provide updates about 
coronavirus at the CHART Statewide Operations Center. 


4 more cases confirmed in state, 
including first in Baltimore County 


By PAMELA Woop, 
OLIVIA SANCHEZ 
AND MEREDITH COHN 


Gov. Larry Hogan announced four 
more cases of the new coronavirus in 
Maryland on Wednesday, in addition to 
the nine already confirmed. 

Three new cases reported Wednes- 
day night included a Baltimore County 
resident in his 60s who worked at the 
recent American Israel Public Affairs 
Committee in Washington, D.C., a Mont- 
gomery County resident in his 20s who 


recently traveled to Spain, and a Prince 
George’s County resident in his 60s 
whose travel history is under investiga- 
tion. 

Only the Prince George’s resident is 
currently hospitalized. 

Earlier in the day, officials said a 
part-time resident of Anne Arundel 
County in her 70s tested positive for 
coronavirus. The woman lives part-time 
in Montana and the case will be assigned 
to that state. 

The total counted in Maryland is now 
See CASES, page 9 


MORE CORONAVIRUS NEWS INSIDE 


President Donald Trump suspends 
all travel between the U.S. and Europe 
for 30 days, except U.K. NEWS PG 7 

E Tests led by U.S. government scien- 
tists show that the new coronavirus 
can live in the air for several hours and 
on some surfaces for up to three days. 
NEWS PG 7 

E The Dow Jones Industrial Average 
dropped 1,464 points, dragging it 20% 
below the record set last month and 
putting it in a bear market. NEWS PG 6 


E NBA suspends its season “until 
further notice” after a Utah Jazz play- 
er tested positive Wednesday for the 
coronavirus. SPORTS PG 4 

E NCAA President Mark Emmert 
says NCAA Division I basketball tour- 
nament games will not be open to the 
general public. SPORTS PG1 

E Fears force closure of Maryland 
public high school tournaments to 
fans, media. SPORTS PG1 


By JAMEY KEATEN, MARIA CHENG 
AND JOHN LEICESTER 
Associated Press 


GENEVA — The World Health Or- 
ganization declared Wednesday that the 
global coronavirus crisis is now a 
pandemic as several American cities 
joined European counterparts in ban- 
ning large gatherings. 

By reversing course and using the 
charged word “pandemic” that it had 
previously shied away from, the U.N. 
health agency sought to shock lethargic 
countries into pulling out all the stops. 

“We have called every day for coun- 
tries to take urgent and aggressive 
action. We have rung the alarm bell loud 
and clear” said Tedros Adhanom Ghe- 
breyesus, the WHO chief. 

“All countries can still change the 
course of this pandemic. If countries 
detect, test, treat, isolate, trace and 
mobilize their people in the response,” 
he said. “We are deeply concerned by the 
alarming levels of spread and severity 
and by the alarming levels of inaction.” 
See WHO, page 8 


Mail-in only 
election mulled 
by state officials 


By EMILY OPILO, LUKE 
BROADWATER AND TALIA RICHMAN 


Maryland officials are in talks on how 
to hold a mail-in only election for the 
April 28 primary, should it become 
necessary in response to multiple con- 
firmed cases of the new coronavirus in 
the state. 

Senate President Bill Ferguson said 
Wednesday that he has been in discus- 
sions with the state Board of Elections, 
but stressed that any changes he would 
propose to Maryland’s election would be 
done through bipartisan talks. 

“We would not be interested in 
moving anything forward unless it was 
unanimous,” the Baltimore Democrat 
said. 

Republican Gov. Larry Hogan’s 
spokesman, Mike Ricci, confirmed the 
governor has been working with the 
state elections board on “ways to min- 
See ELECTION, page 9 
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